John 21:1-14

Fish for Breakfast!

Well, what an action packed reading!  People who are meant to be dead walking about and cooking breakfast, nude fishing, huge catches of fish – this story has it all!  But there are three things I think this story is particularly saying, and it’s three things about Jesus.

· Firstly, He’s alive.

You can tell that by the way he’s up and doing stuff.  You tend not to find dead people standing around on a beach or cooking breakfast – that’s a decidedly alive person kinda thing to do.  He’s flesh and blood, walking and talking, fish cooking and bread breaking alive.  The one that the disciples saw killed on the cross has broken out from the tomb and is walking the region of Galilee.  The resurrection is a reality.

· Secondly, He’s the Lord (powerful, ruling)

He’s powerful – Some of you might remember I did a talk a few months ago (if you do, you’re doing very well) on Luke 5, where we talked about why Jesus is not like Rex Hunt – Jesus told these fishermen the least likely spot to catch fish, they put their nets down and miraculously there were fish galore.  Well here Jesus tells them to do the same thing again – and that’s how John recognised that it was Jesus.  He turns to Peter and says “it is the Lord” – it’s Jesus, it’s the all powerful, all knowing Lord.  Remember, he did this before, remember, he has power over creation.


His death and resurrection has not diminished his power, it hasn’t lessened what Jesus can do, he’s still powerful, he’s still the Lord.  And you see that throughout the story.  Verse 7, John says “He’s the Lord”, and verse 12, the disciples knew it was the Lord.  


I love Peter’s reaction to this.  John says “It’s the Lord”, Peter gets excited, and like whenever Peter get’s a bit excited, he gets things a little backwards.  He puts his clothes on, then jumps into the water.  I’ve only ever done that once, and that was to get my bronze medal in lifesaving.  Peter here though is going for Gold, he’s going for his Lord and Saviour, and he wants to make sure he’s got his clothes on when he meets him.


Fair enough, I say.  If you’re going to go for an audience with the Lord of the Universe, the risen saviour of the world, I reckon you’d want your gear on.

· Thirdly he’s still warmly relational – the kind of person you can sit down and have breakfast.

The thing about Jesus, though, is that although he is the lord, although he is the ruler of the universe, although he is powerful over the creation, he’s not standoffish.

Say X is the empror of Japan.  If I were to come into his presence, I’d have to prostrate myself before him, lie down before him like this, and I’m not allowed to look at him or speak unless spoken to.  

Jesus is empror of the universe.  Coming into his presence, you’d think you’d have to at least do the same as you would to the empror of Japan, but no, Jesus says to his friends, come, have breakfast.  And he cooks them breakfast!  

Jesus was these disciple’s Lord, and he is our Lord, and he continues to invite us into his friendship, to come and know him as the risen Lord.  That’s an exciting thing – you get the sense from the story of how much the disciples were on tenterhooks, how excited they were to be having breakfast with the risen Jesus.  Well, Jesus said, when two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.  He’s here this morning, as we gather in his name.  He’s alive, and he is our Lord – let’s live in the excitement of life with Him and in Him.

