How to spot a Saint 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3
I wonder if you’re any good at spotting a saint?  What are the things you look for when you’re trying to spot a saint?

Sometimes, they’re pretty easy to spot.

If you see a bloke getting around like this – the halo’s a giveaway, really  - you  can be pretty sure you’ve got yourself a saint.  That’s your basic run of the mill, average saint.

And here we have St. Paul – not you’re average saint.  If you see a bloke sitting in prison writing the Holy Scriptures inspired by the Holy Spirit, then again, there’s a good chance you’re looking at a saint.  Not too many of them around any more...

Of course, there are still saints around ... here we have Mary MacKillop, who’s on her way to be our very own Australian Saint.

Although this one is perhaps a more Australian Saint... though that’s probobly not the sort of saint we’re talking about.  When we think about saints, we think about people who are really really good.

I think most people would say that Mother Theresa is a saint.  

But what makes someone a saint?

You can see them in the stained glass windows – what do they all have in common?  Halos?  Funny Clothes?  They all seem to have clothes on like mine ... maybe that’s how you spot a saint, their distinctive fashion sense!!!!

Perhaps at this stage we’d better look at our reading and see if we can get any clues from there...

1 Cor. 1:1-3

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,  

2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, 

So Paul, the same Paul we saw writing away in prison before, is writing a letter to the church in the town of Corinth.  

Now, before we go on to the next bit, Corinth wasn’t a city full of Mother Theresas.  In fact, it was one of the worst cities in all of the ancient world, it was famous as a place full of people who were not at all interested in living good lives.  Corinth didn’t have a red light district, Corinth was a red light district.

Anyway, Paul’s writing to these people who live in Corinth, but are part of the church there, and he calls them this:
to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours.

That is, to those who are sanctified, which means, to those who are made holy, and to those called to be saints.

Now, like I said, Corinth didn’t have a little community of people who were saints in the look-I’ve-got-a-halo sense.  They were just normal Christians.  And as we learn from the rest of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, they weren’t even very good Christians!  But they were people who had been sanctified in Jesus, that is, made holy in Jesus – which means as they trusted in Jesus, they were made saints – made holy!!!!

And Paul says that not only are they saints, but every one who calls on the Lord Jesus Christ, who trusts in Jesus and follows him as Lord, is a saint.

So believe it or not, there’s a room full of saints here!
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There’s Saint Jo, there’s Saint James, not to mention Saint Ellie...
We are saints because God has made us holy through Jesus, and he has called us to be holy.

This year as we meet as a family service, this is what we’re called to be – to be a community full of saints, people who have been made holy and are called to be holy as we live under Jesus as Lord, worship him and tell every one, the whole world! that they too can be saints!
