Family Service All Age Sermon
Luke 12:49-56 – Jesus, Divider of the Universe?

Well, what’s going on here?  That’s the kind of passage worthy of a good Pauline Hanson “Please explain?!”  Isn’t Jesus meant to be the prince of peace, doesn’t Jesus say in John 14:27 “Peace I give to you my peace, bring to you, not as the world gives, do I give peace”?  And yet here he says “Do you think I’ve come here to bring peace?  No I tell you, but rather division!”  And all that talk about fire and baptisms – what’s it all about?

Well, perhaps a good place to start is to start where Jesus does, and think a little bit about fire.  I love fire, I reckon every boy and a lot of girls I know have a little bit of pyromaniac hidden inside them, we like to play with fire.  And we use fire for all sorts of things – can anyone think of some things we use fire for?
· Heating, cooking, fireworks, destroying things, purifying.

In the bible, fire often is a symbol, or picture for judgement.  Last week we looked at Jesus’ second coming and the judgement that’s coming.  We see here that Jesus is actually still talking about judgement.  
Judgement is like the last two pictures we saw there – it can destroy, or it can purify.  It can burn up all the rubbish in our lives.
How can it do that?  Well, this is where Jesus is talking about baptisms.

What do we use for baptisms?  Water.

That’s right, but here Jesus isn’t talking about his baptism in water, but about baptism in terms of judgement again, only he’s talking about when he goes to the cross, and takes the judgement for us.  Like our reading at the beginning of the service said, “Since we are justified by faith, we have  peace  with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”      Romans 5:1.  

Jesus has taken that judgement so that when it comes to our judgement, it might be something that purifies, like the gold, rather than destroys.
So, we have peace with God, which also brings us peace within ourselves, so in that way Jesus is the one that gives peace, he is the prince of peace.  We have peace with God, and peace in ourselves, but this doesn’t mean we will have peace with others. 
In fact Jesus says here that he’ll actually bring division in all of this.  How is that?

· Example from the bible: John 10:17-19  17  
“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  18  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father."  
19  Again the Jews were divided because of these words.  20  Many of them were saying, "He has a demon and is out of his mind. Why listen to him?"  21  Others were saying, "These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?"
· Example of Masoud.

God has given us a costly and powerful peace through the cross of Jesus, that place of purifying fire, a peace with him, a peace within ourselves, and a peace with fellow believers.  But it is a peace that can divide families.  May God give us the grace to prize his peace so highly, that we might be like Masoud – ready to give up even family, that we might live in His eternal peace.
