Colossians 1:15-20
The Supremacy of Christ


Who’s the most important person in the world?  There’s a number of contenders, aren’t there?  President George Bush has to be up there, the president of the united states, the man with his finger on the trigger of the biggest military machine on this earth, more nukes than you can poke a stick at.  When he talks, the world listens.  Sometimes the world laughs, like when, August the 5th, 2004 he said 

"Our enemies are innovative and resourceful, and so are we. They never stop thinking about new ways to harm our country and our people, and neither do we."

We might laugh occasionally, but the point is, we’re listening, and we’re listening because when he says stuff, it can affect things all over the world.  Perhaps George Bush is the most important person in the world.


Or maybe the most important person in the world is Bill Gates, the man with so many squillion dollars in his personal bank account that he could buy most of Africa and half the pacific.  Imagine what you could do with all that money – change the world!!!  Perhaps Bill Gates is the most important person in the world.

Well, with these things, in these postmodern times, I like to bring it a little closer to home.  Who’s the most important person in the world to you?  I’m guessing it’s probably not your accountant, though I could be wrong given the time of year it is ... maybe it’s your spouse, maybe it’s your kids.  

Who’s the most important person in the world?  Who comes first?  These are questions that Paul in the letter to the Colossians actually answers, and if you were listening at all to the reading, I’m sure you will have noticed that Paul was not at all confused as to who it might be.  You can see the answer in verse 15 there, the very first sentence of our reading:  “Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.”  What’s Paul saying here?  Well, he’s saying that Jesus is the most important person in the world, Jesus is the one that is always and in everything, first.  He’s the first-born.
Now, by saying he’s the first born we’re not saying that God’s had a whole lot of kids and Jesus was the first of them – no, Jesus is part of the trinity, he’s part of the God head and is therefore eternal like God the Father, it’s not like Jesus was born or created, no he always has been.  You can see that in the next verse – all things were created in him and through him and for him.  He wasn’t created.  What Paul’s saying in calling him the first-born is that Jesus is the inheritor. 

I’m glad I don’t live in Israel, 2000 years ago.  I’m a second born.  2000 years ago, if it came to inheritance, I would have got nothing.  In terms of authority within the family, I wouldn’t have rated.  The inheritance and the authority within the family doesn’t go to me, it goes to the first-born.  What Paul’s saying here is that Jesus is the one that is the authority in this family, he’s the most important.  And why is that?  Because he came into existence first?  No!  We see the reason in verse 17: it’s because “in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers-all things have been created through him and for him.”

He’s first because it was in him and through him that everything was created.  If I make a pot, it belongs to me, if I paint a picture, I’m the one who gets to sell it, if I write a song, it’s mine to sing.  Jesus has the authority and the priority because all things were created in him and through him.  
But not only that, all things were created for Him.

I’m sure some of you will remember an add that was on TV some years ago advertising National Mutual Superannuation schemes – it had a whole lot of pictures with relaxed and happy people in a whole lot of sun-soaked and beautiful places, there was a piano tinkling in the background with its sentiment setting switched to 10, and it ended with a guy, standing on his boat collecting his rope together and a voice over, saying in deep and reassuring tones: “For the most important person in the world ... you.”  Which was wonderful, it was great to have confirmed what I had suspected all along.  It’s me!  I’m the most important person in the world, it’s all about me ... and everyone else who watched the ad, but let’s forget that for a moment.  It’s all about me.  Now while we wouldn’t stand up here and say that seriously, I think that on some sub-conscious level, we live a lot of life as though that’s true; I’m the most important person in the world.  Which of course is incredibly arrogant, but not only is it arrogant, but it’s a pretty nasty place to be.  Because if I am the most important person in the world, the world finds its destiny in me.  And if that’s the case, well let’s just say the world’s in trouble.  
That’s why those 3 little words at the end of verse 16 are so liberating and freeing and such a source of hope.  3 little words: And for him.  I’m not the meeting point of all the hope for the world, I’m not as good as it gets, I’m not the purpose for which all this is here.  Jesus is.  All things were created through and for him.  I have a destiny beyond myself, to live for Jesus, I have a purpose beyond myself, to live for Jesus.  I have a hope beyond myself, and his name is Jesus.
  Well, as if it wasn’t enough that all things were created through Him and for Him, Paul goes on and says: “He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  Not only did he create everything there is, but it stays together because of Him.  
The universe in its celestial glory dances the planets and stars around to the tune that Jesus himself is playing, 
the earth spins in a perpetual day break that dawns because of Jesus, 
the rain comes down, refreshing and renewing because Jesus himself sends it, 
And life is filled with the wonder of living and loving because of Jesus.  

Through him all things were created, and in him all things hold together.
And some people think he’s just a man, that he’s just a teacher like Buddha or a prophet like Muhumed.  This passage doesn’t let us come to that conclusion, it’s claiming much much more.  The scandal of Christianity is that Jesus isn’t just a man, but he’s God as well.  Verse 19, “in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.”  That’s why he’s the most important person in the world, because the only reason there is a world, is because of Him, it was created through Him, and for Him.  And he’s the most important person in the world because He is God, the second person of the trinity.
Have you been living for Him?  Is the whole direction of your life towards Jesus?  No-one’s life ever has been.  As much as we might try, we end up at some point, to some degree, living the National Mutual Life, where the most important person in the world is me.  It doesn’t take too long in this life to know that things aren’t as good as they should be, that there are people left right and centre hurting others in a scramble towards self-importance, it doesn’t take long to work out that, if I’m honest, I’m part of that too.  It doesn’t take too long to work out that we need a new creation, cos the old one’s not working so well.  That’s why Jesus is not only the first born over creation, he’s also the firstborn over the new creation.    Just as the whole of creation was made through him, so too the new creation, is through him, through the blood of his cross.  As Jesus died on the cross for our sins, the world began to change.  And the church is the continued beginning of that new creation.  This world is being recreated, it’s being recreated person by person, as each new person comes to know him and trust in His death on the cross.  [As Hanna is baptised we celebrate the beginning of a new creation, a new life, that we will later in this service pray will take root in her life as she comes to know and love Jesus and put her trust in him as the Lord of this world and the lord of his people, the church.  She’s one little case in point of how] The church is the new creation breaking into the old, and as with all things, Jesus was the first yet again.  For he not only died on the cross, he also rose, as verse 18 says: he was “the first born from the dead”, the first breaking in of the new creation and God’s powerful action in this world to reconcile all things to himself, to replace in our hearts once again our true destiny, where he is Lord, to make peace, deep and lasting and true.


Who’s the most important person in the world?  Jesus is.  The Lord of creation, the Lord of the new creation, the firstborn who has given us life.

