John 14:1-12 Jesus the way, the truth, and the life
[wander in with large map]

I wonder if you guys can help me, I’m trying to read this map...  You know, I’m not particularly good at reading maps... whole sense of direction thing isn’t really my strong point – there was one time I remember when I was a very little tacker when I was in bed and decided I’d go exploring under the covers, and got to the point where I tried to get back to the top and ended up having to admit that I’d gotten lost in my own bed.

Any way, I want to drive my car over to Granite Island.  Apparently you can have a lot of fun trying to play chicken with the horse drawn trams.  

So according to this map... I figure if I take the highway north towards Alice Springs, will that get me there?

No?

No, no that’s not the way, is it?

What about if I take the road towards Perth?

No?  Not the way?

Well the eastern freeway’s got to be the way – towards Melbourne...

No?

No, actually there’s only one way to drive across to Granite Island – you have to go to Victor Harbour, go to the causeway and drive across there.  There’s only one way.
Did you know that Jesus said there’s only one way to God?  
Some people say there are lots of ways.  Some people try to get to God by 

bowing down to statues

[image: image1.jpg]



by ridding themselves of all desires
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or obeying rules.
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But Jesus said none of those things are the way to God.  Listen to what he told his followers.  “I am the way, the truth and the light, no one comes to the Father except through me.”

There’s only one way to come to God, and that’s Jesus, Jesus is the only way.
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It’s not very politically correct, but that’s what Jesus said!  I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me.

Going other ways to try and get to God, is a bit like going to Perth to get to Granite Island – you can go, but you don’t end up at Granite Island.  You can try the other ways, but they don’t get you to God.  The only way to get to God is through Jesus.

When Jesus said this, it was the night before he was crucified.  The night before he died on the cross.  And when he was talking about going to prepare a place, that’s what he was talking about.  Jesus was talking about dying so that we could come to God.  That’s the only way it could happen, because that’s the only way we who have sinned could come to a perfect and holy God.  That sin had to be taken away.
It’s like there’s a ravine between me and God.  That’s sin.
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There’s us, wondering how we can know the way to God.
We can try lots of ways to get to God, other religions, looking within to somehow “find God”, even things like going to church and doing good things.  But they’ll never work, because they can’t cover the ravine of our sins.
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But Jesus by his dying on the cross has become the way that we can come to God, because he took our sins away.
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That’s the only way we can get to God.

So Jesus doesn’t just point us to the way, he is the way.  
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And he said that “No one comes to the Father except through me.”  Jesus is the only way.

But the way is open to everyone.  Anyone can come to God.  In fact God invites everyone to come to him.  All we have to do is believe and trust in Jesus, to follow the way that God has made.  
As people who know the way, we’re like people who have the map.  As people look for God, we can help, by showing them the way, by showing them Jesus.
Let’s pray and thank God for the way that he has made for us to come to Him, thank him for Jesus, who is the way, the truth and the life.  
[pray].
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